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From Portugal. Row, December 13. 


Went this Evening to take 
leave of fome Friends who 
vere going out of Town; 
moft part of the Night was 
fpent in difcourting of Battles 
and Sieges, and the rem ainder in 
cl iiciZ ing upon a Letter which 
»mplainea - fc — Publick .Abu- 
The Notion any one would 
have had of that Epiftle from the 
ading, was, that if the Author 
might have the Management of A 
a we fhould foon tee things 
change for the beft. The Judgmen C 
of the e Gentle: Woman who wrote it is 
juch, that fhe appears to be full of 
great Thoughts, but the Rules pre- 
fcribed are A » contrary, to fome Peo- 
ples Intere eft, that q sucttior 1 whether 
the Pri ject Wil | evertake. There 
was acrois-grain'd Lady prefent who 


hates that Women fhould turn Pro- 
| abhor her | (fai d fhe) whacr 
in pretending to alter 
the Cuftoms of the Age: This is juft 
fuch a vaft Undertaking as that of 
Dr. Chamberlain’s, who fet up the 
Land-Bank to deliver Peop'e of their 
Money. The Gentleman who pro- 
ducd ‘the Letter defired her to be 
filenr, and faid it was compofed by 
a Perfon of Honour, which made 
one of the C mpany read it in Pub- 
lick three feveral times. And as A- 
Rtrolo gers are moft bufie when the 
Sky appears to be the ge of Stars, 
fo fome People are full of Conje- 
tures when anything is ftarted, 
above their Capacity to apprehend. 
One faid he was fure thofe Lines 
were never written by a Woman ; 
Men _ be concerned tn the In- 
triguc : Forthere was more e 
hid in "Difguiles , than in the Gun- 
powder-Plor, or the hring of London, 
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This raifed a great Surprize,and pur 
many upon thinking who it fhould 
be. A Spark quicker thin the ret 
pretended he remember'd fomething 
of the Srile,naming a certain Name ; 
bur that Notion was deftroyed at 
one Dash; for it was proved the Per 
fon he mention'd dy’d before many 
things contained in the Scheme were 
thought of. ‘Thus it is always when 
fine Wits fet about any thing that is 
curious ; every Coxcomb 1s for de- 
rogating from their Parts, and alcri- 
bing the Honour to thofe whom their 
fhallow Pates have mark’d out for 
Politicians. Here 1 was obliged to 
explain the whole Scene and Defign 
of the Gentlewoman who wrote the 


PAucucr. LI told them,! thought the 


fhewed the moft univerfal Genius of 


any of her Sex that have appear’d in 
this Age: She isa Courtier and a 


Philofopher, which are two com- 


mendable Qualifications. She fays 
we fhall never {ce happy Days fo 
long as People make a Stir aada 
Noife about things indifferent, and 
difregard the moft fubftantial Affairs 
of Life ; for fhe has tound that fome 
Men have committed very ill Acti- 
ons and are cry’d up for it. She is 
a Divine ; for fhe treats of feveral 
Material Points of Do&rine, which 
have been long eftablifh’'d in the 
Kingdom, and is the ingrafted Opi- 
nion of a Mulritude of People. She 
isa Lawyer ; for fhe lays down Me. 
thods whereby jult Titles,Debts and 
Eftates may be recover’d with much 
more eafe and lefs Charge than they 
now are.She is a Healer of Breaches; 
for the fays, if People would follow 


her Advice, there would be no dif. 
puting about Hiigh Church or Low- 
Church ; Whig or Tory. She fays, 
fhe would have all People to lay 
each othess baults at their owaDoors, 
and learnto amend one. In fhorr, 
fhe is every thing, and her Difcour- 
{es have wrought fuch a Change up. 
on me, that [think of her with Ad- 
miration. | deignto read her Letter 
over at lealt once a Week, though 
it contains three Sheets in a very 
clofe and tmall Character. 
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From Bartholomew-Lane, Pec, 14. 
E that takes upon himfelf to ad- 
vife in all Cafes had need be an 

able Counfellor ; Experience has 
taught ne much, yet! am oftentimes 
ata lofs for Prefidents. A young 
Woman complained to me that the 
was bred a Milliner, and had 
Thoughts of {Ctting-up for herteif; 
but fhe feared her Age did not qua- 
life her for a MittrefS. theretore 
wanted to know how fhe mult ma- 
nage herfelf in fuch acritical Jun- 
€ture. Shetold me feveral Gentle- 
men,who formerly ufed her Matter’s 
Shop, vilited her Brother on purpofe 
to fallin her way, and doubted fhe 
fhould be obliged to be a little good- 
naturd againft her will: Befides (fiid 
fhe fam ata lofs to deal withMen in 
the way of trading:they have fomany 
Wheedles to get Women to credit 
them : For tho’ I was counted one 
of the prettieft Maidsonthe Exchange 
for arguing the Cuftomers our of 
their Money, when I was the Head 
Shop- 
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shop Woman . Vet l believe I fh all 
ver do well when L come for my 
hecauf I have lived idle, and 
me Company, which makes 
t Buf 1 {8 and love Pl ifure. 
Some Peopl: added fhe) commend 
me tor being free in Converfition ; 
but they are only fuch as want to 
gain their Defires upon my good 
Temper. Pray, Sie Heifer, advife 
me what I fhall do, my Inclination 
isto Vertue and Retirement, if you 
cou'd perfwade my Mothcr to take 
me home, and let no body know ir, 
I fhould be much obliged to you,and 
extremely well pleafed with fuch a 
fortunate Efeape. Upon this Report, 
I could not bur applaud the Maid’s 
Prudence and good Conduct. | wene 
and advif'd with her Parents upon 
this Oceation; I told them there 
was novhing more expofing than for 
Women inthe Bloom and Flower of 
Youth to fer up an Employment 
where the Trade chicfly depends a- 
mong Men. The Father feemed very 
well farished with his Child’s Inten- 
tion, and fiid he had half a Mind to 
fetrle upon her Part of his Son’s In 
heritance ; butupon fecond Thoughts 
he propulcd this xpedi gmt. I fhould 
be very willing (fuid he) to keep the 
Land entire where it 1s, if L could 
make my Daughterin any wife egfie, 
and provide her a Maintenance out 
of my perfonal Eftate. I tuld him, I 
thought ic would be more conveni- 
ent forher to havean Annuity fer- 
led upon her, becaufe fhe difcoverd 
fiich a juft Senfe of herfelf. and 
knew thatra Woman’s Lilie is of all 
others the hardeft ro pafs through the 


World with Honour and Reputati- 
on: For we fte among thofe who 
are cried up for Beauties, tho’ they 
have great Fortunes, that one would 
think fhould guard them from all 
Attempts; yet are they too often at- 
tack’d, and ied away to commit the 
blackeft Crimes. Now Iam upon 
this important Head, I forbid all Pa- 
rents ot Children who have anybeau- 
tiful Daughters, to place them out 
to fuch Trades or Callings as may 
be a Snare to their Vertue. A grave 
Matron defigned (if fhe had liv’d) to 
have publifhed a Treatife upon the 
Subject of putting young Virgins 
out Apprentices, wherein fhe thought 
of laying down Rules, and afligning 
the proper Duties and Qualifications 
to be practifed by chem, when they 
come out of their Times: This Piece 
would have becn very ufeful toa 
great many People who work to the 
Exchange, make Mantoes, and keep 
Semftrefles Shops : Vor there would 
have been Methods to be obferved, 
whereby the Fair Sex, though never 
fo handfom, might be of any of thofe 
Callings, and yer refift the Charms 
and Allurements of Men, tho’ they 
were never fo tempting to the Eye, 
or pleafing to the Fancy. 





Fiom Budge Row, December 14. 


ftrove for a great while to 
Town with Variety of 


Have 
picafe the 
Subjects of my own ftudying. which 
has a little impaird my Health; bur 
now | hope | fhail foon have no more 
to do, than to look over Letters that 
aTe 
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arefent me, and give Dircftions to 
thofe who come tor Advice ; 4 bi a 
isu Very caf; “ha k, con ider g th 

many People who refort to ios arc 
Men of vait Thoughts, and can 


guefs very nearly what is to come 
long before-hand. One of my Vili 
cors told me lait Ni ght, that th A fo 
many complained the Nation is it | 
finking in its Trade agd Credit, yet 
we fhould foon fee fl urifhing Days. 
1 was going to delire my Correfpon- 
dent to explain himfelf in this ma- 

terial Point. and tell him how glad ! 
was to hear fuch News, Buta th ird 
Perfon turn'd the Difcourfe, and be- 

gan to complain of theExccfles molt 
Men runinto. He faid the World 
was fo chang’d in forty Years, that 
fome of the Inhabitants were like 
Perfons begot by Parents of a diffe- 
rent Nature from the People of the 
laft Age ; for Men feem to act by o- 
ther Principles ; they are either tree 
Thinkers or thoughtlefs Atheifts. He 
who lives but a little while by him- 
felf lofes the Relifh of the Times, 
and muft have a Prompter to ftand 
by him before he can be put into 
Counrenance, to talk as his Compa- 
ny does. To Day I had aa Inftance 
fer before me of this kind, which I 
penn'd down when I came home, 
and put Matters together in as regu- 
lara Form as a Man can wel! do 
when he is inclined to Sleep, and suit 
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going to Bed. A Perfon of a fine Wit 
chanc’d to drop in among a mix’d 
Company of Criticks ; the Difcourfe 
at the Table happen’d to be, that 
eafure and Happinefs are only 
found i inthe Enjoyment of what 
we calld pr fent Pofle ‘lion. The 
Gentleman interrupted them, and 
iid he thought true Felicity con- 
iifted ina quite different Property ; 
tor if it did not, new born lnfects 
en} »yed more real Delight than the 
Animalsthat {wim in the Streams 
they fpoke of. Here 1] was forced to 
maintain his Argument ; for! per- 
ceived he began to be fomewhit 


dafh'd ar the Frow ns of one o f the 
chief P 90 wi » fate at the up- 
per end of the Board. I told, that 


Simplicity of Behaviour, which is 
the Perfection of good Breeding, is 
become almoft blind, and there its aft 
cended on the Stegeathoufind ¢ dee 
ling Inventions, which Men ib 
of true Merit take up int Pl: c 
ot if, Thus | thin 15. whi 1c! a 
merly pleafed the Tafte of mo bP 
| ws now goes down almoft with e- 
very Body like. bitter Dregs mix’d 
th Poifoa. You are — with a 
grave Face tor exy g the Mad- 
nefs of | fome Men, at ‘fae what you 
will they'll till go on ; there is no 
“th “ ‘them out of Cuflom and 
’ractice. 
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